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   Greetings to everyone! 

MEMBER’S MEETING 

This month’s meeting will be Thursday, 22nd July at 7.30pm.   

Speaker: Philip Worthington  

Subject: The Role of the Rangiora Early Records Society in creating the book about the 

Northern A & P Association’s history.   

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE MUSEUM 

The Constitution -  the new Constitution is on its way to the Registrar of Incorporated    

Societies. 

Hawkins Room - a new display, showing some of the work from the local Women’s    

Institutes to commemorate their 100 years of service to the community. 

Tom McClaren’s book promotion - The Life & Times of a Rangiora Kid  will be held in 

the Rangiora library on 3rd September at 5.30pm. 

EARLY FLAX MILLS IN THE RANGIORA DISTRICT 

The following article appeared in the North Canterbury Gazette & Advertiser, June 1962.  

Could this have been our Early Records Society?                                                  

At the north end of Good St is an old house until recently, with the orchard adjacent, the 
property of  Mr Darcy Wallace  & now an Education Board & school site.  Mr Arthur  
Buckley, who is related to the family, told the Early Records Society at its June meeting 
that the original wing of the house facing Good St was built of cob & later                
weatherboarded over.  It was built in 1858 by James Henry Miles (Good St was formerly 
Miles Lane.)  The clay was dug from the area now called Lover’s Lane, from a pit in Ayers 
St & a drain near the railway station.   Another cob house in very good condition is in 

Woodend Rd & is occupied by Mrs Thompson.  

Early Flax Mills - a short talk on early flax mills in the district was given by Mr C.W. 
Leech.  Though there are no mills working local flax now, it was a large industry formerly. 
Many of the swampy areas where flax grew have been drained, cleaned & developed  
into good farm land.  The first mill was Leech’s mill, later run by the Chinnery’s until  
they set up a mill for themselves at Woodend.  There were 8 mills around Rangiora: 
Leech, Chinnery, Waikuku, Manhire & Broomfield both on Northbrook Rd, Seed &       
Watkins at Southbrook & 2 others there, one behind the hotel & one near the school.  Flax      
fibre from the Rangiora district won a gold medal at the 1915 San Francisco exhibition.  

There were also 12 mills working in the Ohoka swamp. 

Water Power Used  - all the early  mills were sited on streams & driven by water wheels 
or turbines & a great deal of water was used in washing the flax during the processing of 
7 tons of cut leaf into 1 ton of fibre.  The leaf was first put through a stripper which took 
the green pulpy material  away leaving fibre.  This was dried out in nearby paddocks & 
then put through the scutcher to remove any remaining refuse.  In spite of substantial   
rewards offered there was no change in the machinery for processing flax though steam 
engines in some cases replaced waterpower.  Mills, said Mr Leech , were very noisy   
places.  Sometimes if water was available they worked at night & when they stopped the 

absence of noise made you wake up.                                                 Continued………. 
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Mills at Southbrook - Mrs I  Watkins said that a Mr Withers had the mill behind the hotel.  

It was driven by a traction engine & a man named Wright was killed there.  Mills were 

dangerous places & quite a number of men lost an arm through being caught up in the  

machinery.  At one stage, Mrs Watkins’ father operated this mill before building one in 

Todds Rd.  Flax milling was a chancy business, she said, because the price fluctuated 

rapidly.  You might have a fortune one day & be bankrupt the next.   Two men from over-

seas took over the first mill & one had experience in the work. They were always known 

as the “Bungalows.” On their arrival they were looking for a house to live in & inquired 

where they could find a bungalow—a word unheard before in Southbrook. 

Rope Making  - On the death of her father Mrs Watkins’ mother was left with 7 children & 

2 flax mills to look after.  She carried on the mills & a rope walk for some years.  Mrs   

Watkins remembers helping in the rope walk because her long hair sometimes tangled in 

the rope as it was being twisted.  Government rope had a blue thread worked into it.   

James Seed, whose mill was next to Mrs Archer’s at the South Belt (a part of the concrete 

sluice foundations are still visible) also operated a rope walk.   

Subsequently, James Seed lost his life when the steamer “Penguin” struck a rock at the 

Wellington Heads.  Of the 105 passengers & crew, only 30 survived.  


