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  Greetings to everyone! 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY 

It is with sadness that we hear of the passing of Ava Whimp, who has been a member & 

Sunday volunteer for many years.    

McCRACKEN’S TRANSPORT 

One Sunday, a visitor by the name of Stuart Wayland called in the museum to donate a 

business history booklet that he had written himself, entitled History of McCracken’s 
Transport.  They were a well known Rangiora company that many families traded with 

in the 1940’s to 1970’s.  With the author’s permission, here are a few facts & figures 

that I found very interesting:   

Stuart, or “Jock” as he had been nicknamed since Primary School, was raised at Cust.  

His father, Eric Wayland, was a World War II volunteer in Greece from 1940-43.  After 
Eric’s war service, the family moved to Rangiora.  Leaving High School around 1945, 

Jock started a motor engineering apprenticeship with M Smith & Sons on the corner of 
High St & Albert St, Rangiora. They were the agents for Austin motor cars & are        
remembered for the design & manufacture of Smith’s Invicta water pump & Miss      
Simplicity washing machine gear boxes & wringer heads.  Jock was fortunate to have 
worked on all these different facets, proving to be a most valuable asset for what lay 

ahead.  He later worked at Heron’s Motors & Transport (North Canterbury), moving to 

McCracken’s Transport in 1956.   

This business started in 1922 when William C McCracken purchased a coal & firewood 

business on Ashley St from Mr J Lindon.  Deliveries were initially carried out by horse 
& dray, then in 1927 the first Ford truck was bought for £80 & a new office was built 

next to the North Canterbury Gazette building.  Horses were retired about 1930, a coal 

shed & bins were built & by 1935 a Chevrolet tip truck was added to the fleet. 

c1939 - a number of small cartage firms were amalgamated to form Transport (North 

Canterbury) which subsequently became McCracken’s main opposition.   

1947 -  the company became W.C. McCracken & Son when William’s son John          

returned from WWII & joined the business.   

1952 -  John & brother Allan formed their own company - McCracken Brothers. 

1953 -  John McCracken married Jock’s sister, Jean Wayland.  Now a brother-in-law, 

Jock was invited to join the business as a driver.   

1956 -  Jock & another driver, Ashley Lowe, became shareholders in a new company - 

McCracken Brothers (Rangiora) Ltd.  Jock’s experience as a motor mechanic & engineer 
now became a real asset to the company, which built sheep crates, modified trailers, 

lime spreaders etc.   

Early 1920’s-1958 - Doris Langley, a well known local lady, worked in the office. 

c1966 - a large Hawarden transport company was purchased & John McCracken 
moved up there.  A name change followed—the enterprise would now be known as 

McCracken’s Transport. 

                                                                                             Continued…………….. 



Rangiora Museum, 29 Good Street, Rangiora.    Phone: +64 3 310 7356 

E mail: rangioramuseum@xtra.co.nz.     Web:https://rangioramuseum.wordpress.com 

Newsletter  

May 2021 

  

  

Page 2 

LOGGING CONTRACTS 

February 1964 was when a powerful north west wind uprooted a large portion of the 

Eyrewell Forest.  Much of this wood was exported through the port of Timaru & many 

transport companies were involved, including McCracken’s Transport.  This lead to    

securing other contracts, including moving logs from Hanmer Forest to McAlpine’s mills  

at Rangiora & Ashley.   

After John McCracken moved to Hawarden, Alan & Jock helped to expand the Rangiora 

branch.  This involved Jock working full-time in the office as the Operations Manager, 

controlling what had become a modern transport company.  It dealt with firewood & 

coal sales, movement of stock to & from saleyards & freezing works, fertilizer & lime 

spreading, helping to move fertilizer from port to factory, hay transporting etc.  There 

was also a skilled team modifying & repairing truck & trailer decks as well as stock 

crates.  The introduction of radio telephone helped to improve the day to day running of 

the business.   

1975 -  Jack Wayland finished with the company. 

1976 -  Rangiora branch was sold to Transport (North Canterbury) & Hawarden branch 

to Service Transport, Amberley. 

To sum up, this book contains valuable local business history from 1950 to 1970’s & is 

a worthwhile read.  I recommend it. 

ANTIQUE BOTTLE COLLECTORS 

Last month, we hosted a group of 20 members from the Christchurch Antique Bottle & 

Collectors Club.  They proved to be a very interesting group with wide & varied interests, 

though only a few of the group were bottle collectors.  They were impressed with the 

many interesting artifacts on display in our museum.   

NEXT MEMBER’S MEETING     Thursday, 27th May at 7.30pm 

Craig Gurney, President of the above group, is to be our speaker & will display his     

antique collection of kitchen utensils including “The History of the Corkscrew”.   

Sounds interesting. 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEMBER’S MEETING     Thursday, 24th June at 7.30pm 

This is being held to consider ratifying the new constitution. 

 

Regards, 

David Petrie, President 


