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THIS MONTH’S MEETING  - THURSDAY 27 SEPTEMBER AT 7.30P.M. 
Our speaker will be Colleen Young on the Women’s Suffrage Petition which was submitted to 
Parliament in 1893.    Colleen explains what information can be found there, how to research it, and 
some of the surprises that she has found in her own research.   Colleen will emphasise Waimakariri 
women and their participation. 

HAWKINS ROOM: The painting has started, thanks to a small group of dedicated committee members!  We are 
grateful to Resene Paints who have supplied all the paint free of charge.  We have also received a grant of $1500 
from Te Papa Helping Hands.   This will be used for the installation of special lighting.   

A WELCOME DONATION: Friends of Rangiora Town Hall gave us a donation of $100 in appreciation of our 
help with the planning of the concert held recently. 

LANDMARKS AND VICTORIA PARK:  
Contributed by Leith Newell acknowledging historical information from Don Hawkins’  book “Rangiora”. 

A Landmarks plaque has just been placed on the Victoria Park Memorial Gates recognising both the gates and the 
park itself. 

In 1902 the Percival block was put up for auction and the Rangiora Borough Council purchased a  little over two 
acres of this for £410.  It was fortunate that this section was entailed or Westby Percival would have sold it off soon 
after arriving in Rangiora in 1864.  Mrs Percival’s family had misgivings and her husband was only able to rent 
out various sections.  We should be grateful for the Borough Council’s foresight in creating this beautiful space. 

The park area was fenced and planted in potatoes in the spring of 1902.  Edward VII’s coronation was celebrated 
in August, the gates erected and, in front of the gates a lamp as a memorial to the two local men killed at the Boer 
War (the plinth of this was later moved into the park and converted into a sundial.)  Three trees were planted, two 
oaks, one a belated recognition of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, and the second commemorated Edward VII’s 
coronation.  The third tree, a weeping ash, was in remembrance of those killed in the Boer War.  At night, 
celebrations concluded with a giant bonfire.  A slight northerly was blowing but suddenly this changed to a wild 
southerly and the Fire Brigade was out in force to protect the downwind properties. 

In 1907 the band rotunda was erected – this also has a Landmarks plaque – and the new gas lamps for the town 
were officially lit in the park. 

Two more trees have been planted in more recent times by two centenarians who lived in Queen Street.  Larry 
Devlin’s tree is near the main gates and Gerald Beattie’s by the Queen Street gate.  Daughters June Blyth (nee 
Devlin) and Helen Denholm (nee Beattie) were present at the ceremony. 

Between the two World Wars an old artillery piece sat near the Queen Street fence.  This went for scrap during 
WWII. 

Kind regards.         
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