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AUGUST MEETING 
Our August meeting will be held on Sunday 2 September.  If the weather is suitable we will 
meet at  1.30p.m at the Northbrook Ponds carpark, off Cotter Lane which is off Northbrook 
Road.  There is much history in this area.  The ponds were council sewerage ponds and have 
now been turned into a pleasant reserve area.  There was considerable industry, a tannery, a 
flaxmill and a brewery in the vicinity.  We will hope for a good day so that we can enjoy a 
pleasant walk.  If it is wet, we will meet at the museum. 

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY 
In 1866 Mr Frederick Thorne and Mr James McHarg opened a fellmongery and woolwash on the Northbrook 
Stream just below Victoria Street at Lillybrook.  The next year Mr McHarg dropped out. In 1875 Mr Thorne 
dammed the stream, expanded the business to include tanning and employed about 25 men.  According to the book 
“Rangiora” by Don Hawkins, between 1875 and 1879 the tannery spread from Lillybrook to the railway line. A 
few yards below the tannery and where the eastern boundary road of the township reached the Northbrook Stream 
was a brewery. That entire area was so different to what we know today and there will be much to be learned from 
our outing. 

HAWKINS ROOM 

HAVE YOU NOTICED? 
As part of the council’s  programmed maintenance for the Museum, the outside of the building has been painted 
and is looking very fresh. 

2019 CALENDARS 
Alan Pethig (Robert Grant Electrical) and Wilson Bros. have combined to produce a 2019 calendar which is now 
being printed.  Once again they have agreed to give us some to sell for museum funds, which is very generous of 
them.  We are most appreciative of their kind gesture. 

I do hope to see you all on Sunday 2nd September. 

Kind regards. 

Ann Jelfs 
President

We have a super sub-committee who have forged ahead with plans for the “Don Hawkins 
Room”.  Our sincere thanks to the Rangiora Lions who washed down the walls in preparation 
for painting and soon the painting will begin.  If you are a dab-hand with a paintbrush or 
roller, please let the committee know and they will keep you informed about working bees for 
that project. 

Rangiora Museum. 29 Good Street, Rangiora. Phone: +64 3 310 7356. 
Email: rangioramuseum@xtra.co.nz.   Web: www.rangioramuseum.co.nz
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